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(54)Title: NETWORK CONTROL SYSTEM AND METHOD THEREFOR 



(57) Abstract 

A device has an apparatus information 
holding units (7, 8) for holding apparatus 
information including operation screen information 
representing the functions and status of the device 
and used for constituting an operating screen of the 
device and apparatus configuration information 
representing the configuration of the device and 
version information generation managing units (9, 
17, 18) for generating version information 
representing the change of information held in the 
apparatus information holding units (7, 8) and 
managing the version. When a controller issues a 
request to the device for notification, version 
information is included in the response of the 
device. The controller reads the apparatus 
information and version information from the 
device and detects a change in status of the inside 
of the device by referring to the version 
information. Thus, the controller can quickly and 
readily detect a change in status of the inside of the 
device, and it is ensured that the controller and 
device can share the same status information. 
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(57) Abstract 

A device has an apparatus information 
holding units (7, 8) for holding apparatus 
information including operation screen information 
representing the functions and status of the device 
and used for constituting an operating screen of the 
device and apparatus configuration information 
representing the configuration of the device and 
version information generation managing units (9, 
17, 18) for generating version information 
representing the change of information held in the 
apparatus information holding units (7, 8) and 
managing the version. When a controller issues a 
request to the device for notification, version 
information is included in the response of the 
device. The controller reads the apparatus 
information and version information from the 
device and detects a change in status of the inside 
of the device by referring to the version 
information. Thus, the controller can quickly and 
readily detect a change in status of the inside of the 
device, and it is ensured that the controller and 
device can share the same status information. 
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